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In April 2010, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) 
requested that aluminum and magnesium phosphide products for 

burrowing rodent control be labeled with additional restrictions to protect 

human health. This included prohibiting use around residential areas and 

increasing the distance from 15 feet to 100 feet from the application to a 
building that is, or may be occupied by, humans and/or animals, 

especially residences. Subsequently, in March 2012, U.S. EPA allowed 

registrants to amend label and labeling (Applicator’s Manual), reinstating 

outdoor use around residential and other properties, but prohibited use 

within 100 feet of any building where humans and/or domestic animals do 
or may reside. 

Because there still may be aluminum and magnesium phosphide products 
with older labeling lacking the U.S EPA restrictions in the channels of 
trade, the following permit restrictions are required to ensure that the 

more restrictive use requirements are applied to all aluminum or 
magnesium phosphide products for burrowing rodent control. 

1. Aluminum and magnesium phosphide must only be used out-of-doors
for control of burrowing pests on agricultural areas, orchards, non-crop
areas, pastures, rangeland, golf courses, athletic fields, airports,
cemeteries, rights-of-ways, earthen dams, parks and recreational
areas, other non-residential institutional or industrial sites and on
residential or other commercial properties.

2. Use of aluminum and magnesium phosphide is prohibited within 100
feet of any building where humans and/or domestic animals do or may
reside on single and/or multi-family residential properties and nursing
homes, schools (except athletic fields [application is allowed less than
100 feet to an occupied structure]), daycare facilities, hospitals and

other commercial buildings that are regularly occupied.
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3. Prior to use of aluminum and magnesium phosphide products in  
athletic fields or parks, the applicator shall post a sign at entrances to 
the site containing the signal word DANGER/ PELIGRO, skull and 
crossbones, the words: DO NOT ENTER/NO ENTRE, FIELD NOT FOR 
USE, the name and EPA registration number of the fumigant. 

 
4. When aluminum and magnesium phosphide products are used out-of 

doors on a site other than an athletic field or park, the applicator shall 
post a sign at the application site containing the signal word 
DANGER/PELIGRO, skull and crossbones, the words: DO NOT 
ENTER/NO ENTRE, the name and EPA registration number of the 
fumigant. 

 
5. The posting signs required in 3 and 4 above must state a 24-hour 

emergency response number and the contact number of the certified 
applicator responsible for the application. Signs may be no smaller than 
9 inches by 11 inches and must stand at least 18 inches high from the 
ground. Signs must be made of substantial material that can be 

expected to withstand adverse weather conditions and all information 
must be legible. Signs should remain posted for a minimum of 2 days 
after the final treatment and may be removed by the certified 
applicator or contracting party. 

 
6. DO NOT TREAT ANY BURROWS THAT OPEN UNDER OR INTO 

OCCUPIED BUILDINGS. In addition, check for any other source through 
which the gas may enter into occupied buildings as a result of 
application to burrows. If there is any way gas can move through 
pipes, conduits, etc. from burrows, do not treat these burrows. 

 

7. Prior to treating a rodent burrow, the certified applicator must provide 

the property operator or owner with a copy of the Fumigation 

Management Plan (FMP). An FMP is a written description of the steps 

designed to plan for a safe, legal, and effective fumigation. The 
certified applicator and owner of the property to be fumigated must 

describe the area to be treated and include all safety requirements. 



Fumigation Management Plan (FMP) for Burrowing Pests 
(Maintain for a Minimum of 2 years) 

 

Applicator’s Name:  Lic.No.   
Contact Information for Applicator: Home Phone:  Cell:  
Other People assisting in application: 

 

 

Property Owner:                                                                                                             
Contact information for Owner: Home Phone:  Cell:     

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Police:   
Hospital:   

Fire Dept.     
Poison Control No.:    

( ) Notification given to local authorities:  Date notified:    
Other Emergency Response Procedures:    

 

 

Product Information: 
Product Name:  _EPA Reg. #:     
Formulation: (eg.tablets, pellets)   Manufacturer:    

 

Application Site Information: 
Type of fumigation: ( ) Closed burrow (gopher) 

( ) Open burrow (prairie dog, ground squirrels) 
( )Site suitable for fumigation Date inspected:    
( )Tunnel/Burrow System more than 100 feet from inhabited structures Distance:    
( ) Site drawing done on reverse side of FMP (to include location of structures and general 

location of areas within fields or pastures treated if entire area was not treated.) 
 
Application Information: 

PRE-Application Checklist: 
( ) All assisting persons informed of accident reporting and emergency procedures 
( ) Label, MSDS, and Applicator’s Manual reviewed with all assisting persons 
( ) All assisting persons provided and wear proper protective equipment – gloves 
( ) Any nearby people notified of application 

DURING Application Checklist: 
Application Date:    

 
Target Pest:    
Dosage per hole:    

Time:   
Temperature:   
Wind dir. & speed:    
Total amount of product used:    

( ) All burrows sealed after treatment 
( ) Area posted with Fumigant Warning sign 

POST – Application Checklist: 
( ) All Assisting persons informed of and perform hand washing after treatment 
( ) Clothing and gloves aerated prior to laundering 
( ) Product returned to locked, secured area when not in use 

Comments: 


